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 Hi my name is Bill and I have a problem. I have been a car lover since I was 
6  and racing fan since I was 10 years old in Indianapolis. My Dad worked for Ford.  
While in the 8

th
 grade, the problem accelerated in 1966 when my family was trans-

ferred to the Motor City. Among a variety of FoMoCo products, Dad would occa-
sionally bring home high performance cars (Shelbys, Mustangs, Torinos) from his 
Ford Division office in Dearborn. My Mom was a contributor as she drove Mustangs 
(‟66, ‟67, ‟70 & 71 Mach 1s) and Torino GTs (‟72, „73).   
 I was hired by Ford in 1976 and retired in 2014 after 38 years. My Dad 
worked for Ford for 43 years and retired in 1992. Hopefully you can understand 
how this happened to me.  
 In 1976, my first assignment at Ford was the St. Louis District Lincoln-
Mercury Division District Office. During the 1979 energy crisis, I was that convinced 
that muscle cars were gone forever. Growing up in a Ford family, I thought it was 
time to buy one from the „Total Performance‟ or „Going Thing‟ eras of Ford. There 
were plenty of fast Fords to choose from, but the one that was always etched in my 
mind was the Mustang Boss 302. I had wanted one since my Dad brought one 
home in 1970 when I was a senior at Brother Rice H.S. in Birmingham, MI. It was a 
Ford Division Pool Car painted Calypso Coral with a white interior. It was a stunner. 
It was the first car I ever drove with a stick (standard Hurst 4-speed). The clutch 
and I had some long days. Ironically, shortly after my Dad returned the Boss, it was 
totaled when a car ran a light and hit the right side hard. Fortunately, the Ford em-
ployee driving it escaped with minor injuries even though the passenger seat was 
pushed into the driver. 

 
(Continued on page 2) 



  50 Year Mustang (Continued) 

The Original Boss 302 
 
 Early on a Sunday morning in 1982, I spotted a St. Louis Post-Dispatch clas-
sified ad for a "1970 Mustang with Boss 302 option, $3,800. I called, jumped in my 
car and spent three hours inspecting a car in need of work. I negotiated a few hun-
dred dollar discount and bought the Boss. I brought it home the next day with the 
nasty Cherry Bomb mufflers at full song. 
 
 There's nothing like the sound of a high revving, solid lifter Boss 302 engine. 
In my opinion, the 1969 and 1970 Mustang sportsroofs are some of the best-
looking Mustangs ever. When you add the Boss graphics, the front and rear spoil-

ers and the rear window 
sport slats, few cars surpass 
it.  
 
(Ford World Headquarters) 
 
 
Mine was built in Dearborn, 
Michigan – original engine 
and transmission with a 3.91 
Traction-Lok differential. It 
was restored in 1983.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(1
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 trophy in 1983) 
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The sun visors are signed by 1970 Ford Trans-Am Championship drivers Parnelli 
Jones 

(The Author with Parnelli) 
and George Follmer. 7,013 Boss 302s were built in 1970. It is one of only 460 Boss 
302s produced with Medium Blue Metallic paint (6.5% of all Bosses). That works 
out to .0024 of total 1970 Mustang production.  
 Although the Boss has been a part of many car shows, cruises and events in 
the Midwest and Northeast, my favorite is the Woodward Dream Cruise. It has par-
ticipated in every one (26) since 1995 and will be there again next year. For me, 
the Woodward Dream Cruise lasts seven days. While working at Ford, I used vaca-
tion days to enjoy the entire "Woodward Week" prior to the actual Cruise on Satur-
day. My record is 340 miles driven in a single week and I wonder if I might hold 
some kind of record for Michigan U-turns completed on Woodward the week of the 
Cruise. 
The Modern Boss 302 
 
In March 2008, I was se-
lected to be a member of a 
secret five person Mustang 
skunkworks group at Ford. 
Our purpose was to provide 
marketing input to assist in 
the development of a new 
Boss 302.“The Maverick 
Committee” was Mike Ber-
ardi, John Clor, Steve 
Denby, Chuck Drake and I.  
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  50 Year Mustang  (Continued) 

We all had regular jobs at Ford and signed Letters of Confidentiality. In retrospect, 
it may have been my favorite assignment during my career at Ford. 
In June of 2008, my ‟70 Boss was displayed in the Design Center during the Mus-
tang Boss 302 program approval meeting with Jim Farley. The whole story is cap-
tured in Donald Farr‟s excellent book, “Mustang Boss 302 - From Racing Legend 
to Modern Muscle Car.” My ‟70 Boss appears on pages 102 & 129.  The Maverick 
Committee story is on pages 100-101. We briefly appearing Ford‟s production of 
“Ford Remakes a Legend”– The 2012 Boss 302. It aired on the Speed Channel 
several times and was included as a DVD in the 2012/2013 Boss Owners Kits. 
 
In May of 2010, the 
„70 was driven on 
stage for 4 consecu-
tive days during Jim 
Farley's product pres-
entations at the Na-
tional Ford Dealer In-
troduction shows in 
Detroit.  
 
It was a subtle hint for 

things to come. Then, in 2011, it 
was displayed at the Ford 
Dealer Introduction Show at the 
Dearborn Development Center 
to launch the new 2012 Boss 
302.   
(2011 Boss Launch Dearborn 
Dev Ctr) 
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The modern Bosses were built for two years – 2012/2013 – following the pattern 
set in 1969/1970. 
 
Simultaneously in 2010/2011, I worked closely with Randy Ream, Lisa Leathery, 
Mike Rey and Jim Owens to pull together the highly successful 4-day Boss Reun-
ion which took place in Dearborn and Flat Rock.  
 

(2011 Boss Reunion) 
 
 

Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Boss 302 Addiction (Continued) 

Page 5 Volume 45,  Article 7 



  50 Year Mustang (Continued) 

In 2016, I started searching for a '13 Boss 302 to hang out with my '70.  My wife, 
Mary Lynn and our daughters Lauren and Kimberly, encouraged me to focus on 
three colors - Race RED, Competition WHITE or Grabber BLUE. I scoured the 
internet for months and found a low mile Race Red Boss in February 2017, 515 
miles away at D-Patrick Ford Lincoln in Evansville, IN.  I made a deposit to hold it 
and booked a rental car.  
2 days later, I left Rochester Hills, MI at 5:15 AM for a 1 PM appointment. When I 
arrived at D-Patrick‟s stunning new facility, I met the personnel that had assisted 
me to that point. By that evening, the rental car had been turned in and I pur-
chased a 6,100 mile 2013 Race Red (1 of 798 produced) Boss 302, #3005.  

    
        (Parnelli Jones CAI added) 
At 6:30 the next morning, I took a taxi to the dealership. I packed up the Boss, 
headed north and made it home in time for dinner and the weekend.  
 
The Race Red Boss now resides in Michigan where it was produced at Ford‟s Flat 
Rock Assembly Plant.  Fittingly, It has a resemblance to that Calypso Coral 1970 
Boss I drove briefly in high school.  It frequently reminds me of my Dad who was 
responsible for my interest in cars and career in the automotive industry.   

 
 
 
In retirement, I stay connected 
with Ford as a freelance photog-
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rapher. I have covered over 100 automotive events for Ford Performance which 
can be seen here.  https://performance.ford.com/search.html?q=Bill+Cook   
 
 
 
 (Michigan International 
Speedway) 
 
 
 
 
 
(Indianapolis Motor Speedway) 

 
 
 

 
 
(Pittsburgh Race Complex) 
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2020 SAAC-MCR Board of Directors 

President: Dale Rabe (734) 891-8202 

  mustang2invoice@gmail.com 

Vice president: Kenny Schabow  

  kennyschabow@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Craig Shefferly (248) 698-8825 

  thebullit@comcast.net 

National News: John Guyer (989) 588-0424 

  jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

Membership: Rich Tweedle (586) 791-0279 

  rtweedle@comcast.net 

Editor: John Guyer (989) 588-0424  

  jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

Tech Exchange & Competition: Phil Jacobs  

  (248) 703-7766 

   Shelbyta68@yahoo.com 

Advertising: Dale Rabe (734) 891-8202 

  mustang2invoice@gmail.com 

2020 Calendar of Events 

 

December 

3 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting at 

7:30pm on ZOOM. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Monthly SAAC-MCR Meetings, 

First Thursday of every month, 

7:00 pm at; 

Little Daddy’s, 39500 Woodward Ave., 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

 

Dedicated to the preservation, care, history and 

ENJOYMENT of the automobiles manufactured by 

Shelby American and Ford Motor Company, as well as all 

Ford Powered Vehicles 

Newsletter Editor: John Guyer 

Phone : (989) 588-0424 

E-mail: jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.saac-mcr.com 

Shelby American Automobile 

Club—Motor City Region 


