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  HOLIDAY PARTY (Continued) 

2019/2020 SAAC-MCR Annual Party 
 The SAAC-MCR Annual (post) Holiday Party typically occurs with very cold tem-

peratures, heavy snow, winds, blowing snow, and in general just lousy weather conditions.  

But this year we were treated to unseasonably mild weather, with temperatures in the mid 

40's, even considering it was held slightly later than usual in the year - but still within the 

traditional range.  Forty members, family and friends attended this year’s event, and it was 

well received by all in attendance.   I think I even saw someone leaving the event in an S197 

Shelby! 

 With our club now in our 45th year in exis-

tence, it's become increasingly hard to come up with 

new and different automotive themed venues, and 

some locales we've visited multiple times, are no 

longer in operation, or are now too expensive!  This 

year we tried something unique and different.  The city 

of Novi actually owns and has on display one of the 

Novi Special Indy racecars.  Even though they were 

called the Novi Special, it was not sponsored by the 

City, but got its name from the local team owner's 

business  - the Novi Equipment Company. 

 Lew Welch was an employee of Henry Ford, and 

as Henry often did, he created small Ford parts plants 

around southeast Michigan that could supply his vehi-

cle assembly plants.  Henry did this so farmers could 

still work their farms, due to his affinity to farming and his early life, but provide the work-

ers with better income and life by working in his small plants.  He also provided seed 

money to create independent suppliers to also source parts to his plants.  Lew Welch's 

Novi Equipment Company was one such plant.  So this is one connection to Ford and our 

clubs foundation. 

 The race team started in 1941, with brothers Ed and Bud Winfield developing a V8 

engine that was made from two Offenhauser 4-cylinder engines, designed by Leo Goossen 

with the assistance of Fred Offenhauser.   The vehicle the engine was installed in was one 

of the old 1935 Miller-Ford race cars, that were only designed around a 160HP engine.   
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The early engines, not yet called Novi's even though Lew Welch bank rolled it's develop-

ment, were called Winfields and developed a whopping 450HP for their day!  Even though 

Ford had nothing to do with the development of the car or engine, due to the relationship 

between Lew and Henry, Lew was able to get use of the Ford "V8" insignia to be painted 

on the car - Ford connection number two.  The first attempt at a race car didn't go so well. 

 WWII naturally brought all racing to a screeching halt.  In 1946, a new race car was 

designed by Goossen and built by Frank Kurtis for the now named Novi engine & race car.  

The Novi's were famous for their sound, due to t he high pitched and high revving super-

chargers, said to be able to be heard 10 miles away!  The racers went through an evolution 

of design though 1965, with front wheel drive, rear wheel drive, and all wheel drive con-

figurations used, along with body styling's of the era.   In 1961, Lew Welch sold the team 

and all hardware to Andy Granetelli of STP fame, who ran the team until 1965. 

 Granetelli  focused on three areas with 

his new team: chassis/body design, engine de-

velopment, and drivers.  The chassis was a 

low and sleek design, made possible by slant-

ing the engine to one side, and featuring all-

wheel drive.  The engine, in addition to its po-

sitioning in the chassis was focused on horse-

power.  By this time, 740HP was capable out 

of the Novi's, and by the end of their devel-

opment in 1965, 840HP had been achieved, at 

a stunning boost pressure of 54psi!  For the 

drivers,  Andy had a novel approach; since the 

engine made so much power compared to other engines, the cars would easily achieve a 

top speed on the straightaway's 30 MPH faster than other cars, but a corner loomed at the 

end of each straight and most drivers weren't comfortable or capable of successfully man-

aging that!  Andy's solution was to get drivers accustomed to sliding through the corner or 

high speeds.   Andy hired Bobby Unser, then an Indy rookie, but used to sliding cars 

through the corners dirt tracking out West and running Pike's Peak.  For the high speed 

familiarity, he selected Art Malone - a drag racer already used to achieving the high speeds 

at the end of the straight away on a drag strip, he just needed to learn to handle the cor-

ners.   And to round out the mix, an Indy veteran in Jim Hurtubise was selected to mentor 
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  HOLIDAY PARTY (Continued) 

the newcomers to the ways of Indy racing. 

 The Novi Specials, while very powerful, never achieved the final result of a race win 

as desired.  They qualified well, set track records, led the race, and garnered much atten-

tion, but didn't do well in the 

race - usually crashing, or a hav-

ing a parts breakage.  The high-

est finishing result was a fourth 

place finish. 

 With the rear engine 

revolution coming to Indy 

through the early to mid sixties, 

signaled the end to front engine 

roadsters & the Novi Specials. 

 The  journey as to how 

the city of Novi acquired one of 

the cars, reassembled and re-

stored it to running condition is 

nothing short of amazing itself.  

Ed Kriewal, former city manager, 

relayed to us the story of how 

the city came to own the race 

car on display in the Novi city 

offices atrium.  Through a coop-

erative with several local compa-

nies and their donations, and 

free body and paint work per-

formed by PPG, the car itself 

was reassembled and restored.  

The car was originally purchased 

with no engine, as Andy did not 

want to sell them at the time.  

Later when he heard of the pro-

gress of the car, he agreed that 
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Ed Kriewal, former city manager, 
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the engines should be with the car.   Granetelli sold the remaining engines and parts, said 

to be able to make six engines, and the molds to cast more.  Through an arrangement with 

a machinist and restorer in Hickory Corners, the engine was rebuilt into running fashion 

over a multi-year process for free, with the cost deferred to that of providing him with the 

parts to build a second engine for his own (earlier) Novi restoration.  Many years later, 

with the parts and molds collecting dust in a Novi warehouse, the city put the remaining 

parts up for sale. 

 With the completed Novi Special, and the attention the city received, it was sug-

gested that the city be the home for the National Motorsports Hall of Fame.  A plant 

within the city was shuttered due to business changes, so the City talked to the owner and 

got them to donate the 

building for the Hall of 

Fame, and it was large 

enough that the City cre-

ated a successful exposition 

center in addition.  The Hall 

of Fame was relocated to 

Daytona Beach a few years 

ago, and a new very success-

ful exposition center was 

built - the Suburban Show-

place, as the owner of the 

original building wanted to 

sell it.  All would not have 

happened without the City 

having the Novi Special 

racecar and the attention it 

brought. 

 The completed car has run exhibitions at Goodwood and MIS, but has not run re-

cently.  It's too bad that they don't do a "fire them up" engine start demo at least once a 

year, to renew the Novi sound! 

 The Novi Special racecars are often referred to as the most famous Indy race car to 

have never won the Indy 500!! 
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 Special Thanks 

go to Steve White 

for all his efforts to 

put on another en-

joyable SAAC-MCR 

Holiday Party. 
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What Holiday are we celebrating? 

 

The 12 days of Christmas has past. What can we do to keep the holiday spirit alive? By tra-

dition, we have planned an event after the rush is over, usually in January. Scheduling caused 

us to have our holiday party rather late this year. Any kind of Christmas theme is a stretch 

for the fourth Saturday in February. It’s after Ground Hog Day and Valentine’s Day was the 

week before . Our government observes Washington’s Birthday on the previous Monday, to 

provide them with another 

three day weekend. Fortu-

nately, February 22, 2020 

just happens to be SAAC-

MCR Appreciation Day. A 

day to celebrate the club, 

it’s members, and all the 

things the club stands for: 

the preservation, care, his-

tory and enjoyment of the 

Ford powered vehicles 

from Shelby American and 

the enjoyment of all per-

formance vehicles from 

Ford Motor Company. 

We hope you enjoyed this 

celebration. 
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2020 SAAC-MCR Board of Directors 

President: Dale Rabe (734) 891-8202 

  mustang2invoice@gmail.com 

Vice president: Kenny Schabow  

  kennyschabow@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Craig Shefferly (248) 698-8825 

  thebullit@comcast.net 

National News: John Guyer (989) 588-0424 

  jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

Membership: Rich Tweedle (586) 791-0279 

  rtweedle@comcast.net 

Editor: John Guyer (989) 588-0424  

  jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

Tech Exchange & Competition: Phil Jacobs  

  (248) 703-7766 

   Shelbyta68@yahoo.com 

Advertising: Dale Rabe (734) 891-8202 

  mustang2invoice@gmail.com 

2020 Calendar of Events 

 

April 

2 Monthly Meeting at Little Daddy’s 7PM 

18 National Mustang Day (observed) 

Cruise from Ford World HQ 
 

May 
7 Monthly Meeting at Little Daddy’s 

 6:30PM 

 
31 SAAC-MCR Show 45, Ford World HQ  

 Dearborn, MI.  Go to saac-mcr.com for details 

June 

1 SAAC-MCR GO 45, Open Track Event at  

 Waterford Hills Road Racing Track, Clarkston, MI.  

  Go to saac.mcr.com for details 

4 Monthly Meeting at Little Daddy’s 7PM 

 

17,18,19 SAAC45 National Convention at In-

dianapolis Motor Speedway Go to SAAC45.com  

July  

9 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 

August  

6 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 

12 SAAC-MCR Pre-Woodward 

 Dream Cruise  

Pasteiners Auto Zone Hobbies 

33202 Woodward Ave., Birmingham, MI 48009 

September 

3 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 

October 
1  Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 

November  

5 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 

December 

3 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting at 

Little Daddy’s 39500 Woodward Ave. 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

Monthly SAAC-MCR Meetings, 

First Thursday of every month, 

7:00 pm at; 

Little Daddy’s, 39500 Woodward Ave., 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

 

Dedicated to the preservation, care, history and 

ENJOYMENT of the automobiles manufactured by 

Shelby American and Ford Motor Company, as well as all 

Ford Powered Vehicles 

Newsletter Editor: John Guyer 

Phone : (989) 588-0424 

E-mail: jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.saac-mcr.com 

Shelby American Automobile 

Club—Motor City Region 


