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Shelby Life Article 

The Little Truck with the ‘63 Fairlane pick up box and front 

bumper modified to fit the rear 

     Being a Ford retiree (Utica Trim 
Plant) , a few years ago I decided 
to build a 100% Ford hot rod.  It 
began with a 1948 pickup cab res-
cued from a junk yard for $75.  The 
front suspension and frame section 
was gone as well as the box and 
most of the frame from 12" behind 

the cab.  Perfect. 

     I bought a 1978 F-100 for the 
Equa-lock , 9" rear end.  Also sal-
vaged were the front bumper and 
the back half of the frame.  I want-
ed an independent front suspen-
sion, but did not want the often- 
used Mustang II style.  For $200 I 
bought the front four feet of a 1962 
Galaxie chassis.  Now the fun be-

gan. 

     On my garage floor I laid out 
the front suspension, the center 
four feet of the 1948 frame and 
then the front half of the '78 pickup 
frame.  I had never seen the twin I-
beam front end used in the rear of 
a vehicle, but thought it should 

work.   

     After a few weeks, and nearly 
wearing out my steel tape meas-
ure, I had tack welded the frame 
together.  At this point it had an 
adjustable wheelbase, since the 
'48 frame section slid inside the '78 

frame.   

     While looking on eBay for a 
donor '63 Fairlane, a trailer 
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The Little Truck  
(Continued) 

Above: Jerry relaxes in their new 

'camper' shortly after getting home 

from Oklahoma. 

Frame sections welded together with desired inde-

pendent front suspension. 

showed up that was made from the 
rear of a four-door sedan.  The good 
news was it was rust-free and I got it 
for $102.50.  The bad news was it was 
in Oklahoma.  My wife, Suzette, and I 
were soon off on another road adven-

ture. 

          Back home, the trailer went on a 
diet.  This meant all parts not needed 
were cut off.  This also included nar-
rowing it by removing 18" from the cen-
ter.  It was finally ready for a test fit.  
This was a little more work than using 
the cardboard mock-up I had been us-

ing.   

     With the cab on the frame as well as 
the modified rear of the car, the final 
wheel base length of 120" was deter-
mined.  The frame was stripped again 

and final welding was done. 
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Left: 460 ci Lincoln engine.  Notice the 

headers. 



     A 460 Lincoln engine, complete with C
-6 trans and headers showed up in the 
local paper want ads.   The package was 
mine for $200.  The automatic was sold 
for $60.  I wanted a stick trans in the 

truck. 

     Junk yard and swap meet parts began 
to amass in the garage.  It would be a few 
years until this little truck got in any road 
time.  Other car projects along with a 
move to a new home across the state 

intervened.   

     By the time it was done, 21 Ford vehi-
cles gave up parts for the project.  These 
included the '78 pickup front bumper, with 
two 13" long pieces removed, becoming 
the rear bumper.  The roof of a 1996 Ex-
plorer was transformed into the hood.  
The gas tank was made from a 1972 
Bronco auxiliary unit and seats were  from 
a 1996 Mercury Tracer.   The grille shell, 
from a 1937 truck, was sectioned 6".  
Clutch and brake pedals came from a 

1963 Falcon.  

     Ground clearance is 3.5", so care must 
be taken in selecting which unfamiliar 
driveways to use at gas stations and res-
taurants.  The truck, with all its 'six-pack 
engineering', tracks fine and handles well.  

So far it has been driven on two trips to 

the U. P. for Labor Day car shows in Man-
istique as well as to local events around 

Muskegon. 

     A project like this may never really be 
"done", but it's fun driving it while the pro-
cess continues.  Total cost?  Receipts are 
in a couple shoe boxes.  I'll total them up 

someday.    
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The Little Truck with the hood fabricated from a 1996 

Explorer roof and a 1937 truck grille sectioned 6”. 
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Notice the vanity plate identifying the 1948 pickup cab 

that was instrumental in starting the project. 

Volume 41, Article 10 



2017 SAAC-MCR Club Officers 

President: Steve White (248) 363-0731 

  swhite9255@aol.com 

Vice President: Ed Ludtke (734) 604-3818 

  ludtke.ed@gmail.com 

Secretary: Cathy White  (248) 363-0731 

  cwhite45@aol.com 

Treasurer: Craig Shefferly (248) 698-8825 

  thebullit@comcast.net 

Events: Mark Kulwik (248) 669-2358 

  Kulwik@sbcglobal.net 

National News: John Guyer (989) 588-0424 

  jguyer_autodrome@yahoo.com 

Membership: Rich Tweedle (586) 791-0279 

  rtweedle@comcast.net 

Editor: Mike Nyberg (248) 238-0800  

  tangobythelake@yahoo.com 

Tech Exchange & Competition: Phil Jacobs  

  (248) 703-7766 

   Shelbyta68@yahoo.com 

2017 Calendar of Events 

January 

5  Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

February 

2 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

March 

2 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

5 SAAC-MCR Indoor Winter Swap Meet 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Gorno Ford, 22025 Allen Road 

Woodhaven, MI 48183 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

6 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 
 

May 
 

4 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 
 

June 

1 Monthly SAAC-MCR Meeting 
 7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

 

11  SAAC-MCR Show 42, Ford World  

  Headquarters, Dearborn, MI.  Go to saac-mcr.com 
  for details 

12  SAAC-MCR GO 42, Open Track Event at 

  Waterford Hills Road Racing Track, Clarkston, MI.  

  Go to saac.mcr.com for details 

Monthly SAAC-MCR Meetings, 

First Thursday of every month, 

7:00 pm at; 

Pasquale’s, 31555 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

 

Dedicated the preservation, care, history and 

ENJOYMENY of the automobiles manufactured by Shelby 

American and Ford Motor Company, as well as all Ford 

Powered Vehicles 

Newsletter Editor: Ed Ludtke 

Phone : (734) 604-3818 

E-mail: ludtke.ed@gmail.com 

Technical Editor: John Logan 

We’re on the Web! 

www.scca-mcr 

Shelby American Automobile 

Club—Motor City Region 


